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A Meth Bust, Now What?   
Speaking from Our Own Experience 
Over half of residential drug labs are found 
on rental property.  We recently have had to 
deal with a methamphetamine (meth) lab in 
one of our rentals.  The following are some 
helpful tips and steps to take we share from 
our own experience: 
 
1)  Receive a call from local law enforcement 
reporting a meth lab. 
 
2)  Notify the local health depart-
ment of the suspected contami-
nated property.  Contact a 
state certified clean-up con-
tractor.  The Health Depart-
ment can provide you with a 
list of certified contractors; 
you can also visit the Wash-
ington State Department of 
Health’s website (www.doh.wa.gov) to re-
view a complete listing. 
 
3)  After selecting a state certified contractor, 
they will perform test sampling of the prop-
erty to determine if the level of contamination 
is greater than the state’s clean-up thresh-
old.  Results can take up to a week. 
 
4)  If the contamination levels are higher 
than the state’s threshold, then the property 
will be posted and “red tagged” to indicate 
the property is unfit for occupancy.  The 
Health Department sends a letter to the 
property owner stating a Decontamination 
Order has been recorded.  Clean-up is re-
quired before the property can be re-

occupied. 
 
5)  The clean-up contractor will submit their 
Clean-up Work Plan to the Health Depart-
ment for approval.  The clean-up usually 
takes 4 to 6 weeks and can cost an average 
of $7,700 for a 1,200 sq. ft. home. 
6 )  Once the clean-up is complete, 

post-testing of the property is 
conducted and results sub-
mitted to the Health Depart-

ment.  If the final report is ok, 
a Release of Decontamination 

Order is issued and the 
property can be re-occupied. 
 
The key -- make sure the 
contractor you have se-

lected is certified through the Clandestine 
Drug Lab Decontamination Program; you 
have verified their license registration 
through the Department of Labor & Indus-
tries; and has adequate insurance coverage.  
We suggest you request the contractor to 
provide copies of these documents for your 
records. 
 
Be educated when it comes to dealing with 
a meth lab on your rental property.  The 
Washington State Department of Health and 
our local Health Department can provide 
you with the guidance you will need to get 
through the clean-up process.   
 
Visit the Washington State Department of 
Health website at www.doh.wa.gov. 
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LANDLORD-TENANT LAW 
QUIZ 

 

Under the Landlord-Tenant Law, 
the landlord must: 

(circle all that apply) 
 
1.  Maintain the dwelling unit so 
it does not violate state and local 
codes, in ways which endanger 
the tenant’s health and safety. 
 

2.  Provide necessary facilities to 
supply heat, electricity, and hot 
and cold running water. 
 

3.  Keep common areas, such as 
lobbies, stairways and halls, rea-
sonably clean and free from haz-
ards. 
 

4.  Inform tenants of the name 
and address of the landlord or 
landlord’s agent. 
 

ANSWER 
Under the Washington State Landlord-
Tenant Law, the landlord must provide 

ALL the above. 
 

Copies of the Landlord-Tenant 
Law are available FREE  
from the WWHA Office 


